A T HOP PA                                105

with a seat in the middle, from which hangs
a small board to rest your feet upon.
Over your head is a covered top made of
cane, covered with a cloth. You sit in this
basket and a man carries you on his back,
supporting some of the weight by tying a
strap woven of cane on to the back of the
Thoppa, which he puts over his forehead.
The Khasias, luckily, are very strong men,
but they think it necessary always to begin
by informing you that you are much too
heavy to be lifted by any single individual,
unless that said individual be compensated
at the end of the journey with double pay.

You ask him what you weigh, and he
scratches an excessively dirty head, shuts
up one eye, spits a quantity of horrible
red fluid out of his mouth, and then informs
you that he should put you down as eighteen
or nineteen stone, and he even will go as
far as twenty sometimes. This, to a slim,
elegant-looking person, partakes of the nature
of an insult, but eventually he picks you up